Condition of The Heart
Luke 8:4-15
4 And when much people were gathered together, and were come to him out of every city, he spake by a parable: 5 A
sower went out to sow his seed: and as he sowed, some fell by the way side; and it was trodden down, and the fowls of
the air devoured it. 6 And some fell upon a rock; and as soon as it was sprung up, it withered away, because it lacked
moisture. 7 And some fell among thorns; and the thorns sprang up with it, and choked it. 8 And other fell on good ground,
and sprang up, and bare fruit an hundredfold. And when he had said these things, he cried, He that hath ears to hear, let
him hear. 9 And his disciples asked him, saying, What might this parable be? 10 And he said, Unto you it is given to know
the mysteries of the kingdom of God: but to others in parables; that seeing they might not see, and hearing they might not
understand. 11 Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. 12 Those by the way side are they that hear; then
cometh the devil, and taketh away the word out of their hearts, lest they should believe and be saved. 13 They on the rock
are they, which, when they hear, receive the word with joy; and these have no root, which for a while believe, and in time
of temptation fall away. 14 And that which fell among thorns are they, which, when they have heard, go forth, and are
choked with cares and riches and pleasures of this life, and bring no fruit to perfection. 15 But that on the good ground are
they, which in an honest and good heart, having heard the word, keep it, and bring forth fruit with patience.
Questions: How can your heart become like a rock? How can thorns be near your heart?

Our endeavor is to keep a soft heart that believes God’s Word and bring forth fruit.

A Hard Heart is Marked by Unbelief and No Understanding
Hebrews 3:12-15 - This is how your heart can become hard and how to keep it soft.
12 Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living God. 13 But exhort
one another daily, while it is called To day; lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin. 14 For we are
made partakers of Christ, if we hold the beginning of our confidence stedfast unto the end; 15 While it is said, To day if ye
will hear his voice, harden not your hearts, as in the provocation. Ref: Psalms 95:8 Harden not your heart, as in the provocation, and as
in the day of temptation in the wilderness:
Mark 16:9-14
9 Now when Jesus was risen early the first day of the week, he appeared first to Mary Magdalene, out of whom he had
cast seven devils. 10 And she went and told them that had been with him, as they mourned and wept. 11 And they, when
they had heard that he was alive, and had been seen of her, believed not. 12 After that he appeared in another form
unto two of them, as they walked, and went into the country. 13 And they went and told it unto the residue: neither
believed they them. 14 Afterward he appeared unto the eleven as they sat at meat, and scolded them with their unbelief
and hardness of heart, because they believed not them which had seen him after he was risen. This is the very
picture of sharing The Gospel in all the world. 15 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel
to every creature. 16 He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.
John 20:25-29
25 The other disciples therefore said unto him, We have seen the Lord. But he said unto them, Except I shall see in his
hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into his side, I will not believe.
26 And after eight days again his disciples were within, and Thomas with them: then came Jesus, the doors being shut,
and stood in the midst, and said, Peace be unto you. 27 Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and behold my
hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my side: and be not faithless, but believing. 28 And Thomas answered
and said unto him, My Lord and my God. 29 Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast
believed: blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.
Mark 8:13-18
13 And he left them, and entering into the ship again departed to the other side. 14 Now the disciples had forgotten to
take bread, neither had they in the ship with them more than one loaf. 15 And he charged them, saying, Take heed,
beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, and of the leaven of Herod. 16 And they reasoned among themselves, saying, It is
because we have no bread. 17 And when Jesus knew it, he saith unto them, Why reason ye, because ye have no bread?
perceive ye not yet, neither understand? have ye your heart yet hardened? 18 Having eyes, see ye not? and having ears,
hear ye not? and do ye not remember?
Matthew 13:15 For this people's heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have closed;
lest at any time they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and should understand with their heart, and
should be converted, and I should heal them. Isaiah 6:10, John 12:40, Acts 28:27

Condition of The Heart
The Benefits of Having a Soft Heart
Matthew 17:15-20
15 Lord, have mercy on my son: for he is lunatick, and sore vexed: for ofttimes he falleth into the fire, and oft into the
water. 16 And I brought him to thy disciples, and they could not cure him. 17 Then Jesus answered and said, O faithless
and perverse generation, how long shall I be with you? how long shall I suffer you? bring him hither to me. 18 And Jesus
rebuked the devil; and he departed out of him: and the child was cured from that very hour. 19 Then came the disciples to
Jesus apart, and said, Why could not we cast him out? 20 And Jesus said unto them, Because of your unbelief: for verily I
say unto you, If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place;
and it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you.
Mark 11:23 For verily I say unto you, That whosoever shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast
into the sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe that those things which he saith shall come to pass; he shall
have whatsoever he saith.
Hebrews 11:5-6
5 By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and was not found, because God had translated him: for
before his translation he had this testimony, that he pleased God. 6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he
that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.
Romans 10:6-10
6 But the righteousness which is of faith speaketh on this wise, Say not in thine heart, Who shall ascend into heaven?
(that is, to bring Christ down from above:) 7 Or, Who shall descend into the deep? (that is, to bring up Christ again from
the dead.) 8 But what saith it? The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the word of faith, which
we preach; 9 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath
raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 10 For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the
mouth confession is made unto salvation.

Our endeavor is to keep a soft heart that believes God’s Word and bring forth fruit.
If hard heart you won’t understand the Word
If hard heart you won’t believe the Word
Cannot be saved unless you believe His Word
Cannot please God unless you believe His Word
Notes:
John 10:27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me:
1 John 4:1 Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false prophets are
gone out into the world.
Acts 10:17-19
17 Now while Peter doubted in himself what this vision which he had seen should mean, behold, the men which were sent
from Cornelius had made enquiry for Simon's house, and stood before the gate, 18 And called, and asked whether
Simon, which was surnamed Peter, were lodged there. 19 While Peter thought on the vision, the Spirit said unto him,
Behold, three men seek thee.
Hosea 1:2
2 The beginning of the word of the LORD by Hosea. And the LORD said to Hosea, Go, take unto thee a wife of
whoredoms and children of whoredoms: for the land hath committed great whoredom, departing from the LORD.

